On Syphilitic Pemphigus.
this affection, with a view of completely investigating the nature of it. I discovered, in the hypertrophied hair-bulbs, spores and tubes of the mycelium of a veritable Microsporon mentarjrophyte. The treatment employed consisted of lotions, composed of 50 grammes of water, 50 grammes of alcohol, and 50 centigrammes of creasote, and which were used twice a day for a week. At the end of this period the amount of creasote in the lotion was doubled, the latter being applied three times a day. By the end of another week the pustulo-tubercular eruption had completely vanished. Microscopical examination failed to exhibit any parasites, and the invalid had completely recovered. This novel method which I came to make trial of cannot be said to be empirical treatment, since it is but a medical adaptation of the recent investigations of M. Bechamp upon the action of creasote in fermentation, and according to which creasote was found under these circumstances to check the development of the spores of the vegetable cryptogams, as well as of the ovules of the infusoria. The cryptogamous parasites appearing to me, viewed with regard to their organization, to differ but little from the mould developed during fermentation, I thought that creasote might in a like manner arrest the formation of parasitic spores in diseases of the skin.
By destroying the source of a malady we should effect a cure.
Creasote does not immediately destroy the cryptogam of which the mycelium is already developed, but it renders the spores incapable of germinating; after a short time the mycelium becomes dried up, and the parasite disappears."?Gazette des Hopitaux. Although the theory proposed by Frerich, in his writings upon Bright's disease, has received the assent of a large number of medical men, nevertheless some doubts have arisen as to the possibility of urea being transformed into carbonate of ammonia in the human organism. These doubts have been fostered by a large number of clinical observations, where the blood in uremia continued to exhibit urea in large proportions, and no traces whatever of carbonate of ammonia.
To throw light upon this question, the author removed the kidneys of some dogs and cats with the view of producing uremia, and he examined the blood of these animals at various periods of time, more or less distant from tho operation, always taking the necessary precautions to prevent the subsequent transformation into carbonate of ammonia.
Moreover, into the blood of other animals, whose kidneys had not been removed, he injected urea, carbonate and sulphate of soda, and carbonate of ammonia, while he noted the symptoms induced by these different substances. The conclusions to which the author found himself brought are as follows:?1. When the functions of the kidneys are suppressed carbonate of ammonia is formed in the blood. 2. The injections of this substance into the blood produce symptoms in every way similar to the phenomena observed in uremia. 3. The degree of intensity of the resulting phenomena, as well as the character of them, depends upon the quantity of ammonia which the blood contains, and upon the state in which this substance is present.?Archives de Virchow et Gaz. Med.
IV.?SYPHILITIC PEMPHIGUS IN A NEWLY-BOKN INFANT:
FOLLOWED BY CURE.
On the occasion of the general consideration of pemphigus in infants, as laid before our readers in our last review, Dr due, not to an excess of gastric juice, but to a deficiency in its solvent principles, the mineral acids given at meal times relieve it, alkalies being prescribed in the intervals. Pepsine or rennet wine, when given with the acid, the quantity of food being at the same time limited, are similarly helpful, by setting on foot the changes in the conversion, of food which the gastric juice is then able to complete.
The second form of phthisical dyspepsia, usually characterized at the outset by frontal headache, is not directly referable to an error in diet; but is dependent on unhealthy blood. The poison, like that of gout, seems gradually to accumulate, and gives rise to periodic attacks of sickness, followed by relief. The nausea and violent retching depend, as in sea-sickness, on a cerebral cause; and afford no evidence of stomach disease, but merely of reflex irritation. As the blood fails to supply the proper materials for healthy digestion, the appetite is lost, food is not absorbed, the tongue becomes furred, and all the secretions and excretions diminished; there is a feeling of melancholia and general malaise, which is often termed "biliousness" and constipation. The skin is dry, harsh, and inactive; and the urine is of low specific gravity. If this condition bo allowed to continue, the morbid elements will soon be eliminated from the blood, and tubercle will be deposited in the lungs. The relief now afforded to the feelings of the patient on the establishment of sweating and expectoration is very great; the unnatural activity of the destructive processes gives rise to a sense of active vitality; and, in the place of general despondency dependent on retention of bile, urea, &c., from torpor of all the secretions, undue hopefulness and vivacity occur. Little can be accomplished in these cases by regulation of the diet alone; the main indication is to prevent, by eliminative treatment, the establishment of active lung-disease. We may begin with an emetic, with a mercurial and a morning aperient; aloes, in the form of a pill or compound decoction, is the best purgative. The good effect of the mercury, which it is rarely necessary to repeat, may be maintained by the persevering use of taraxacum with sarsaparilla. Sal ammoniac, with or without the tincture of the sesquichlonde of iron (as suggested by the author s late father), seems well calculated to obviate hepatic congestion, and correct the condition of blood which characterizes such cases.
Where the catamenia are absent or scanty, Griffith's iron mixture may be given with the decoction of aloes. It is often most satisfactory to see the dyspep!ic symptoms yield under such treatment, and the indications of pulmonary phthisis pass away with them. The diet must at the same time be simple; milk and soda-water taking the place of beer, spirits, and coffee, for alcohol checks metamorphosis; but when we wish to encourage change, water is much better. Hence, the hydropathic system, or the hot-air bath, which calls forth to the full the eliminating power of the skin, may be serviceable.
Yeast has been given with a view to check the mal-assimilation by which tubercular conditions affect the blood, and seems favourably to influence digestion, when the saccharine and farinaceous elements of the food are imperfectly disposed of. Its curative power in typhoid fever, erysipelas, and carbuncle, has long been recognized, and its power of diminishing purulent secretion is considerable. Dr. Thompson had lately found remarkable benefit from its use in two or three cases of excessive expectoration, when administered in tablespoonful doses three or four times a day. The power of yeast out of the body is limited to the conversion of grape sugar into alcohol and carbonic acid.
Wine and spirits check secretion. Can the alcohol-producing power of yeast account for its influence on the blood?
There is a third class of cases, the converse of that last described, in which there is no evidence of disordered digestion until tubercle is deposited in the lung and cough established. If now a fit of coughing occur soon after a meal, the contents of the stomach are rejected. This reflex vomiting being dependeut on an abiding cause, is persistent, unlike that arising from the passage of a gallstone or renal calculus, and is induced by the presence of unsuitable food, by a mental shock, or even a change of posture. Sometimes there is only dry retching, but more often the movement of the stomach leads to secretion from its coats, and a sour fluid is ejected. The gastric juice may be poured out in consequence of reflex irritation without the occurrence of vomiting; and thus the digestive power is weakened, and the food is received by an exhausted organ, where it remains undigested, and, by its irritation, may lead to superficial ulceration.
Thus, the lung-disease becomes of secondary importance to tho stomach derangement which it has caused. To quiet the cough, allay the retching,' and tranquillize the nervous system, hydrocyanic acid should bo given, with or without morphia; and where the gastric juice is constantly poured out and unduly acid, carbonate of potash or soda, or liquor potassae may be added. At the Hospital for Consumption at Brompton, the mistura gentian a) alkalina, which consists of carbonate of soda, with prussic acid, in infusion of gentian, is largely and successfully given in such cases. Bismuth, prepared chalk, and lime-water are valuable remedies, but where the cough is very severe and paroxysmal, the inhalation of a few drops of chloroform is most successful. The bromide of ammonium has been used with advantage in some cases. The diet should be light, and given at short intervals. Farinaceous foods, which are changed to sugar and then to acetic acid, and oily matters, whence the acrid fatty acids are developed, must be avoided when acidity of stomach is present. In atonic cases, meat is often digested better than slops or pappy food. In broth, when the fluid portion is absorbed, the nutritious part is often too soft and concentrated to excite the healthy action of the stomach. Tea and other hot fluids are apt to produce a sodden state of stomach, and give rise to flatulence, waterbrash, &c. It is rare to find sarcina3 in consumptive cases.
Where phthisis originates in disorder of the lacteal and lymphatic systems, direct evidence of indigestion may be wanting; but the body wastes, and it is evident that there is some fault in the blood-forming apparatus. A microscopic examination of the blood may aid in determining where the diseased action originates; a paucity of red and excess of white corpuscles indicates that the chyle-transforming force is deranged, that there is either a deficient supply of " raw material," or the machinery needs cleansing or partial renewal. In the treatment of these cases our main reliance must be placed on cod liver oil, which, if it cannot be taken alone, in combination with an acid, bitter mixture, or in the form of emulsion with liquor potassae, must be endermically introduced, by combining with the albuminous elements of the chyme, it feeds the blood with healthy chyle-granules, stimulates the capillary system, and invigorates all the functions of the body. Animal Another, and very corpulent lady, had for three years suffered from a stitch in the eighth intercostal space, in front of the short ribs. The same treatment was instituted, with perfect success.
A dyspeptic and hypochondriac subject affected with prsecordial neuralgia, considered himself threatened with disease of the heart. Daily applications of tincture of iodine were prescribed, and the pain subsided ; a relapse took place, and again the remedy, perseveringly resorted to with sufficient energy to cause desquamation, removed the neuralgia, which then disappeared altogether.
In some cases of obstinate intercostal neuralgia the patients imagine the symptom to be the indication of pulmonary tuberculosis. A lady, subject to bronchitis, had for twelve months suffered from a neuralgic pain of this description, and conceived herself to be consumptive; she resorted, by advice, to the Eaux Bonnes, but returned to Paris without having experienced any improvement.
M. Boucliut applied the tincture of iodine, relieved the pain, and the much-dreaded thoracic disease was cured at the same time.
Neuralgia of the breast is to many women a cause of very great uneasiness, especially when the organ contains the small indurated lobules which M. Thus, when M. Bouchut was attached as physician to the Hopital SainteEugenie, he was consulted by a lady, residing at Charenton, for neuralgia in the occipital region. The patient was naturally desirous of preserving her hair, and instead of a blister, tincture of iodine was prescribed. The desired effect was produced after desquamation of the cuticle, and the hair was not injured.
As an instance of numerous and successive attacks of neuralgic pains, we may adduce the instance of a lady who, during her monthly period, wearing a crinoline and insufficient under-clothing, caUght cold; the menses were checked, and retro-uterine hsematocele followed.
She was treated in an appropriate manner, and recovered her health ; but pains supervened in the pelvis, between the shoulders, and in the intercostal spaces.
*
The inter-scapular neuralgia had lasted eight months, when, by M. Bouchut's advice, tincture of iodine was applied every day for a week; the treatment was very painful, but its results were perfectly satisfactory. Iliac neuralgia subsequently occurred; the same remedy was resorted to, but not with sufficient perseverance to secure permanent relief.
Indeed, the method cannot be successful unless a predetermined action is induced, which hitherto can only be estimated by desquamation of the cuticle. This is not a new mode of treatment. In pulmonary consumption, and in chronic pleurisy, the same procedure has been highly recommended for the relief of the pains which frequently accompany these affections. The method was introduced into practice by M. Blache, has since been very generally adopted, and is now acknowledged to be highly serviceable. This eminent practitioner, and also M. Van Holsbeck, in Belgium, and M. Magne, in Paris, have substituted, with much benefit, tincture of iodine for the blisters formerly applied around the orbit, for the purpose of removing the photophobia which accompanies scrofulous ophthalmia, and interferes with the needful inspection of the eyeball. This object is most satisfactorily attained by painting over the lids, forehead, and temples every second day with the tincture, and the tendency of blistered surfaces in hospital to become the seat of diphtheria is thus ingeniously neutralized.
The efficacy of tincture of iodine for the cure of arthritis and of chronic articular rheumatism is well known to our readers. " These applications, made morning and evening, once a day, or once every other day," says Boinet, 41 operate favourably on several of the elements of disease of the joints, promptly allay pain, and hasten the absorption of effused liquids." The same author remarks that by this method alone he effected a cure in two cases of chronic sciatica which had lasted the first four, and the second six months.
We may, however, be permitted to observe that this local medication has been more or less suggested by the idea of the specific virtues of iodine for the cure of scrofula, tuberculosis, and rheumatism; indeed, in most instances the general treatment simultaneously prescribed bears witness to this pre-occupation, and on this point the originality of M. Bouchut's views becomes more apparent. In prescribing as a general rule tincture of iodine locally, this practitioner has not in view the removal of a diathesis; he takes into consideration the pain only, and represents tincture of iodine solely as a means of allaying the suffering and as a mere counter-irritant.
Indeed, counter-irritation is the method of treatment which for centuries has been chiefly resorted to in neuralgia. Thus, congestive irritants, such as mustard; vesicants (cantharides and ammonia); ulcerative irritants, such as clematis, certain varieties of ranunculus, euphorbia, lathyris, nettles, croton-oil, tartar-emetic ointment, &c.; other irritants; viz., delphinia, colchicina, veratria, which, without causing any redness of the skin, induce a thrilling sensation, which Mr. Turnbull not inaptly compares to the action of electricity, electricity itself, especially inductive; acupuncture, escharotics, and the essential cautery, are all obviously counter-irritants, and each has been, and is still, found occasionally efficacious.?Banking's Abstract, vol. xxxix.
